LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Claims 1-16 (cancelled) 

1 7. (currently amended): A method of manufacturing a male terminal 
fitting, said method comprising: 

preparing a blank sheet of elongated conductive metal sheet; 

stamping said elongated conductive metal sheet to form a plurality of sequentially 
arrayed terminal fittings, in developed states, which are integrally connected to a carrier, 
each of said terminal fittings including a conductor clamping portion extending from said 
carrier, a clamping body connected to said conductor clamping portion, and a plate- 
shaped contact protrusion which is composed of a base plate component longitudinally 
extending from said conductor clamping portion via said clamping body, a flatness 
securing plate component laterally extending from one side of said base plate 
component, and an overlapping fold plate component laterally extending from the other 
side of said base plate component : and 

forming said conductor clamping portion, said clamping body band -and said plate- 
shaped contact protrusion into respective final shapes, 

wherein, after said forming step, said flatness securing plate overlaps with said 
overlapping fold plate component to ensure flatness conditions of said base plate 
component and said overlapping fold plate component. 
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1 8. (currently amended): A method of manufacturing a male terminal 
fitting, said method comprising: 

preparing a blank sheet of elongated conductive metal sheet; 

stamping said elongated conductive metal sheet to form a plurality of sequentially 
arrayed terminal fittings, in developed states, which are integrally connected to a carrier, 
each of said terminal fittings including a conductor clamping portion extending from said 
carrier, a clamping body connected to said conductor clamping portion, and a plate- 
shaped contact protrusion which is composed of a base plate component longitudinally 
extending from said conductor clamping portion via said clamping body, a first 
overlapping fold plate component laterally extending from one side of said base plate 
component, and a second overlapping fold plate component laterally extending from the 
other side of said base plate component : and 

forming said conductor clamping portion, said clamping body 4 band -and said plate z 
shaped contact soqmont protrusion into respective final shapes, 

wherein, after said forming step, said base plate component overlaps with said first 
and second overlapping fold plate components and serves as a flatness securing plate 
component to ensure flatness conditions of said base plate component and said first and 
second overlapping fold plate components. 

1 9. (currently amended): A method of manufacturing a male terminal 
fitting, said method comprising: 
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preparing a blank sheet of elongated conductive metal sheet; 

stamping said elongated conductive metal sheet to form a plurality of sequentially 
arrayed terminal fittings, in developed states, which are integrally connected to a carrier, 
each of said terminal fittings including a conductor clamping portion extending from said 
carrier, a clamping body connected to said conductor clamping portion connect i ng 
s e gment , and a plate-shaped contact protrusion which is composed of a base plate 
component longitudinally extending from said conductor clamping portion via said 
clamping body, a flatness securing plate component laterally extending from one side of 
said base plate component, and an overlapping fold plate component laterally extending 
from the other side of said base plate component ; and 

forming said conductor clamping portion, said clamping body, kand-and said plate- 
shaped contact protrusion into respective final shapes, 

wherein, after said forming step, said flatness securing plate component overlaps 
with said base plate component and said overlapping fold plate component to ensure 
flatness conditions of said base plate component and said overlapping fold plate 
component, respectively. 
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